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A Focus on Track Keeping

• An aircraft will be deemed to be off track if it leaves the swathe below 4000ft altitude 

• An aircraft can be vectored earlier should there be a safety reason such as weather avoidance

• This track keeping requirement applies to all departures 

• Airlines have access to an online portal where they can view their own performance and look at 
non-compliant flights

• We will work with airlines where known issues exist 

• The figures above include 09R Compton departures

• https://www.heathrow.com/company/local-community/noise/noise-reports-and-
statistics/reports/operational-data

Extract from UK AIP AD2.22

https://www.heathrow.com/company/local-community/noise/noise-reports-and-statistics/reports/operational-data
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Late Running Flights – Operational Challenges
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Late Running Flights – Operational Challenges

• Resourcing issues were the main reason for late 
runners at the start of the summer season

• As traffic has picked up across Europe, we have seen 
more delays due to capacity

• Although daily departure traffic is lower than pre-
pandemic, the level of delay is already starting to 
exceed 2019

• The spike in traffic shows that traffic built very quickly 
over the space of a few months whereas in previous 
months pre-pandemic, we saw more smooth peaks and 
troughs

• Operational teams continue to work hard to mitigate 
late runners through liaisons with airlines to action 
aircraft changes etc

• Despite the challenges we are still night stopping some 
aircraft 

• Dispensations – According to DfT rules, the airport can 
dispense some flights where delay reasons are beyond 
the control of the airline

• Each late runner is analysed to see if it is subject to 
dispensation under the night flight regime




