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CAA Statement of Need for Airspace Change
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CAA Identified Benefits and Costs

• Demand and Capacity Scenarios

– Still modelling to NATS assumptions

– CAA: 3.25M UK ATMS/year in 2030 (2017 Forecast* still in use)

– DfT: 2.5M UK ATMS/year in 2030 (Current Forecast)

– CAA overstated by 30%

* Upgrading UK Airspace - Strategic Rationale, 2017

• Benefits 

– Benefits covered: Safety; Punctuality, Delay and Resilience; Fuel Use; 

Environment.

– But none has been updated in the context of reduced growth forecast.

• Costs

– Environmental - impact of PBN on communities through noise concentration.
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Re-evaluation needed 

in the context of reduced growth forecast

• Economic Assessment

– Re-quantification of benefits

• Environmental Impact Assessment

– Evaluation (e.g. through WebTAG) of the impact of PBN on 

affected communities

• Answers Needed

– Is the benefit – taking into account PBN environmental costs –

still £29 billion?

– If not, what is the benefit?
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QUESTIONS?


