
NOISE RELIEF 

A STUDY OF HOW TO GET IT NOW

• This report contains four proposals which aim to improve the noise 

climate for communities under the Heathrow flight paths.

• The proposals try to address key concerns which residents have raised 

with us. 

• The proposals are not intended as a panacea to all the noise problems 

faced by all communities. 

• The aim of these proposals is to provide some relief from noise in 

advance of the major changes to its flights paths which Heathrow 

expects to introduce from about 2025 onwards.
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1. STAGGER THE ARRIVALS JOIN POINT

2. INCREASE VARIATION IN DEPARTURE ROUTES

3. PROMOTE FAIRER NIGHT FLIGHT ARRIVAL DISTRIBUTION

4. REDUCE SIMULTANEOUS OVERFLIGHT BY LCY & LHR 

ARRIVALS
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Arrivals Bunching 1

• 18:40 – 18:50 runway 27R, averaged over 7 days of data.  Shallow peak 11 - 13 NM

• 18:50 – 19:00 runway 27R, averaged over 7 days of data.  Sharp peak at 12 NM

2018
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Arrivals Bunching 2

2018 Average join point averaged in 10 minute sample periods over 91 days
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RELIEF PROPOSAL 1
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Arrivals Bunching 3

• 16-18 scheduled arrivals from 23:30 and 06:00 hrs

• Late arrivals and departures can inflate this figure

05:10 – 05:20 hrs - peak time

2018 Average join point averaged in 10 minute sample periods over 91 days

RELIEF PROPOSAL 3 Air traffic controllers should vary these arrival routes
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4. REDUCE SIMULTANEOUS OVERFLIGHT BY LCY & LHR ARRIVALS

RELIEF PROPOSAL 4

LHR & LCY discuss how to stop using the same arrivals airspace both

• Simultaneously &

• Switching one airspace user for another
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Thanks for assistance with both data and advice to 

Heathrow Airport and NATS 
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